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Kenya National Music Festivals 

Instruments, Music and Dance 

 

It was the first time the Kenya Music 

Festivals were being held since the 

Covid-19 pandemic. The festivals were 

hurriedly organized and held such that 

there were only 3 levels of the 

competition instead of the expected 

4. The whole activity was conducted 

in a span of about a month; from the 

preliminary to the national festivals, 

during weekends so as not to 

interfere with normal learning days. 

 

The first level of competition i.e. 

Sub-Regional Festivals were held 

at Highway Secondary School 

(Makadara Sub-County) where 

Makadara, Westlands and 

Kasarani sub-counties were 

grouped, constituting the most 

competitive zone - Zone A.  

 

“Winners of Zone A have a more than 75% chance of 

representing Nairobi Region at the National Festivals” 



 

 

3 

 

Our school had representation in 

virtually all categories viz. folksongs, 

folkdances, choral music, solo and 

choral verses in Kiswahili and English, 

public speaking, African and Western 

instrumental music, and solo and 

choral ensembles. It is worth 

mentioning that 80% of the items 

presented by our school at Zone A 

festivals qualified for the Regional 

festivals as either winners or runners-

up. The rest qualified as either 2nd 

runners-up, 3rd runners-up or were 

not competitive enough to warrant 

progress to the next level. The total 

number of items presented at the 

sub-regional level were 35 with only 

4 failing to advance. 

 

The 2nd level of the competition (Regional festivals) was held at Moi Forces Academy. 

Despite the limited time for preparations and polishing of items due to internal exams, 

our school shone greatly to qualify for the National Festivals with 11 items. 

 

Western Cultural (Scottish) 

dance, Rest of Africa 

Cultural Song (Xhosa – 

South Africa)  and Uganda 

(Baganda) Baakisimba 

dance, Kalenjin (Kipsigis) 

folksong and Kalenjin 

(Sabaot) folkdance, 
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Mijikenda (Giriama) folksong, Marakwet folkdance, Brass Band, 

Oriental Cultural (Bhangra) dance and Oriental Contemporary 

(Bollywood) dance and Arabic choral verse (Own Composition) were 

the items presented at the Kenya National Music Festivals held in 

Kisumu City (Kisumu County).

 
Our school had the largest contingent to this year’s festivals – 150 students plus 17 

accompanying members of staff of 5 teachers, 2 matrons, 4 drivers, 4 trainers and 2 

assisting former students. We were travelled to the National festivals on 19 th 

September, 2022 and came back on 23rd September, 2022 except for the Bollywood 

dance group which 

remained behind for 

2 additional days in 

order to perform at 

the Winners Gala-

cum-State Concert. 

The gala-cum-

concert was held at 

Kisumu Girls’ School 

and was graced by 

the  
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Kenya Deputy President – His Excellency Mr. Rigathi Gachagua as the chief guest who 

was accompanied by the then cabinet secretary of Education, Prof. George Magoha 

among other dignitaries. 

While at the festivals, we were hosted by Migingo Girls’ School, who happened to be 

our fiercest competitors in the Rest of Africa folkdance – class 841J, and in which we 

have won against them twice at the National Festivals. 

In the meantime, the results of the items presented at the National Festivals were as 

follows: 

Festival Item Rank/Position 

1. Western Cultural (Scottish) dance  1 

2. Rest of Africa Cultural Song (Xhosa – South Africa)   1 

3. Uganda (Baganda) Baakisimba dance  1 

4. Kalenjin (Kipsigis) folksong  6 

5. Kalenjin (Sabaot) folkdance 4 

6. Mijikenda (Giriama) folksong 6 

7. Marakwet folkdance Not Perfomed 

8. Brass Band  8 

9. Oriental Cultural (Bhangra) dance 1 

10. Oriental Contemporary (Bollywood) dance  1 

11. Arabic choral verse (Own Composition) 2 
 

It was the very first time in the in the 

history of our school to have 

accomplished such feat i.e. winning 

more than 2 festival items at the 

National level of the competition; 

and crowning it with an invitation to 

perform at the Winners Gala-cum-

State Concert where only the very 

few select outstanding items are 

recommended for performances for 

the Head of State and the countable number of invited guests at that stage.  

In that connection, we recognize and acknowledge that the success achieved is not by 

our own effort or making but rather God Almighty’s grace and blessings, to whom we 

owe everything.  
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We therefore wish to most sincerely thank Him for granting us good health and success 

at the festivals and the school 

administration under the 

stewardship of our principal, 

Sr. Joanita, for all the support 

and zeal for the success of 

our institution at the festivals 

aimed at achieving 

wholesome education for all 

our students. We also wish to 

relay our sincere gratitude to 

all the trainers who worked tirelessly in teaching, training, polishing and preparing all 

the performers at each and every level of the festivals. The other category is of 

students/performers who accepted to represent the school, were co-operative and 

receptive to every instruction given by the trainers and teachers in-charge and last but 

not the least is the team of staff members who left the comfort of the houses and 

homes to accompany the 

performers/students especially during 

the weekends at all levels of the festivals. 

We hope and pray to God for the 

betterment of our performances in the 

future festivals.  


